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Sheriff D. B. Stephens Slain

Dwitgh H. Stephens, Tor tho
past twelve years sheriff of Luna
county, witli residence nt Dom

ing, ono of tin; host known peaeo
officers in tliu Southwest, was
shot and killed Sunday afternoon
near lilncon, Dona Ana county,
in a battle with tlvo prisoners
who a fow hours previous had
alloc ted a sensational jail break
at Doming.

According to reMrts of battle
between sheriff's posse and the
lleelng prisoners, Stephens was
slain before he had a chance to
tire a shot, a bullet from a ritle
in the hands of one of the prison
ers, 11 red at close range, enter
ing his right .shoulder and pass
ingthti.ugh Ills lungs, causing
almost instant death. He full
forward, his cocked gun being
found under his body.

Buck Sevier, a member of the
posse, was shot in the head, but
not seriously wounded, the bnl
let grazing Ills skull. Joe
Cranston, one of tho escaped
prisoners, was killed during the
light between the otiicurs and
criminals, and J. O Starr, anoth-
er member of the gang, badly
wounded. Threo othur prison
era escaped under tho rain of
leaded bullets from guns of the
possemen, who then, for the time
being, turned their attention to
the two victims of the posse,
Stephens and Sevier.

The two prisoners concerned
in lliebkitle, made their escape
Sunday morning from the Dem
Ing jail after making City Mar
shall Tabor a prisoner, taking a
number of guns and ammunition
from tho arsenal and securing a
Kord automobile from a local
garage They lied In ihe direc-
tion of Hincon and were soon
followed by a posse headed by
SherifT Stephens.

The prisoners who escaped
were Francisco Ascota, charged
with murder:.!. O. Starr and C.
Schmidt, alleged burglars: W.
Dasbly, alleged forger, and Joe
Cranston, a vagrant.

City Marshall Tabor entered
the jail and Schmidt, asked him
the privilege of going to tho cor
rldor. The door was unlocked
and lie entered the hallway,
Schmidt soon returned to his
cell and asked ttie officer to un
lock it so ho could enter. As
Tabor started to unlock tho door

pinned his hands be-
hind him and the other prisoners
hurried to his assistance. The
officer was thrown to the lloor
and later locked in the cell. His
revolver was taken as was $5 in
currency,

The tivo men then unlocked
the cells of the jail and invited
the other prisoners .to accom-
pany them, but this they declin-
ed to do. Hurrying to tho
National Guard arsenal nearby
tho live men secured rilles and
ammunition, as well as revolvers.
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One of tho men then called up
the garage and asked the pro
prletor to send a machine to the
jail fully provided with gasoline
and tires for a long trip. The
prisoner stated that the sheriff
wanted the car to take a Bick
prisoner to Fay wood Springs
Tho ruse worked.

D. O. Snodgrass, one of the
proprietors of the garage, drove
a car to the jail and was at once
admitted. Ho was covered with
revolvers, held by tho live men
and locked in a cell with Tabor.
The telephone wiros wore out
and the live men entered the
automobile.

It is said Cranston did not
want to enter the machine, but
as ho was the only man in the
party who could operate a car
lie was told that if lie did not
consent to drive them he would
be shot.

About an hour later a Mexican
woman wlios husband was a
prisoner In the jail, called. Tabor
and Snodgrass told her to notify
tho sheriff of the escape of the
prisoners. She immediately
called at the sheriff's house and a
posse was quickly formed and
chase was started. Automobiles
were secured and a number of
machines in which members of
the Doming company of National
Guard, deputies and civilians
rode, took up tho pursuit.

Wlille they were eating lunch
among tho foothills a mile north
enst of Hincon, slortly before

o'clock Sunday af ernoon I lu
ll ve escaped prisoners were dls
covered unexpectedly by the
posse iieaded by Sheriff Stephens.
The membe rs of the posse had
stopped their machine to make a
tour of the country when they
suddenly ran onto the fugitives
near their car, eating lunch. The
bandits were on a sharp bluff
above and immediately opened
tire on the posse.

In the fighting that followed
the sheriff was killed, Buck
Sevier was wounded in the head
by one of the bandits, Joe Crans
ton, one of the escaped prisoners
was killed, and J. O. Starr, an
other member of the gang, badly
wounded. The other three men
escaped.

Reinforced by additional
posses from Doming and a posse
headed by Sheriff Felipe Lucero,
of Dona Ana county, the three
ileelng prisoners were hunted
throught Sunday night and Mon
day and reports were that they
all probably would bo recaptur
ed

Tho body of SherifT Stephens
was taken to Doming. Tho dead
officer was born in Mount Ver
non, Ohio, coming to Southwest
em New Mexico in 180!), engag
ing in the cattle business in
what was then Grant county. He
was first apointed sheriff in
100 i to till out the unexpired time
of Sheriff W. N, Foster, and in
November, IOOj, was elected
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Some knock the poor old world,

And say it's worse;

Some long for gates

As per the verse;
But this world is what you make it,

And old fall,

it seems a good old world
To live in, after all.

There may be lots of here,
And sorrow all i

But if you arc for good cheer,

to be found;

There's the music of the waters,
And the glad call,

And it's a good old world
To live in, after all.

Of all God's creatures man alone

Is sad and

And seems to think he ought

The whole big

The birds and bees and

And beasts and things that crawl

Believe that it's a good old wi

To live in, after all.

George E Jack and Miss Jesse
Denton, both of went
to Doming and were
united in the bonds of matrimo
ny. Tho bride has resided on a

a short distance from
town for the past several months
and she and the groom are well
and known
tills stctlon. The Courier ex
tends congratulations.

For Sale: Horses, harness and
wagon;
and goods. C. L.
Hallock, Sr. ltp

sheriff, tilling the position ever
since. He is survived by a wife
and several children.
of a genia' and

courage, he was a man
with a wide circle of friends and
his death Is deeply

Several years ago Sheriff
tlgured in a pitched

battle with several
who had broken jail at
and two of his were
killed at that time. He escaped
a liko fat'' In a w ay.
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WHEN IN NEED
of anything in the line of General
Merchandise, Shoes, Hats or Cloth-

ing
CALL ON

SAM RAVEL
CAN FILL ORDER.
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Sunday School Conference Mar. 8th

The Rev. Edw. D. Raloy. Sec
rotary of the Sunday School
Association in Arizona and New
Mexico will be with us in Colum-
bus on March 8th, for meetings
In the afternoon and evening. All
who are interested in Sunday
School work are urged to re-

member this date and plan to
attend all the meetings. We be-

lieve that all in the community
should bo interested in tLe
religious education for which
the Sunday School stands, and
we shall look for a loyal support
of theso meetings and a good
attendance. This time will be
an opportunity for parents as
well as Sunday School workers.

Church Services

Services will be held at the M.
E, church next Sunday as
follows: Sunday School 0:45
Morning worship 11 o'clock.
The pastor will occupy tho pul-

pit, preaching on the theme:
"The Meaning of Temptation".
Tho meeting of the E. L. at 0:45
p. m. Leader Mr. Romey;
topic: "The Gold of God". Ev-

ening sorvlce at 7:110. All cordi-
ally invited. prayer
service: Thursday evening at
7:1)0.

Troops To Deming.

Troop E and the Machine Gun
Troop 18th Cavalry, under com
uiand of Captain Ryan, left for
Doming Monday to toko part in
the Cattlomons Convention

There will be tho regular
monthly business meeting of the
Ladies Aid at tho homo of R. W.
Elliott, Wednesday, Maroh 1.
All the membors of the Aid are
urgud to attend.

For Sale: 00 foot 11 inch blaolr
plpo. Inquire at this office. tf
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To Hold Farmers' Short Course

In response to requests from
practically all the important
farming communities of the
county, A. O. Cooley, suprlen
tendent of the extension depart
mont of the New Mexico College
of Agricultural and Mechanic
Arts, will send a force from his
department. He lias also Invited
It. L. Dainer of tiie Santa Fe
system and R. S. Truro bell of
the Southwestern railroad, both
agricultural demonstrators
recognized ability, to assist in
conducting an agrlcultuml short
course, which is to begin Mon
day February 128 and continue
for one week. Prof. Cooley will
handle the subject of horticul
ture, Mr. Balner will discuss
livestock and crops; Prof. Latta
will talk about dairying, and Prof
Trumbell will address the farm
ers on subjects appropriate to
local needs.

The tentative Itinerary is as
follows:

Red Mountain, Monday Feb
28; Capitol Dome, Tuesday Feb
20; Columbus und Waterloo,
Wednesday March 1; Myndus
and Cambray, Thursday March
2, Mimbros Old Town), Friday
March !); Mountain View, Satur
day March 4.

The various district school
houses will be tho meeting
centers. Lo-.- al persons, Includ-
ing schoc! children, wilt bo on
tho programs. John Hund Prof
W. S. Ellison, instructor of agri
culture in the Luna Count!
High School, State Represcnta
tive S. J. Smith, and others will
present topics of intm-na- t

The Courier Receives Compliment

The following letter from H.
A. Lane, the new secretary ol
the Deming Chamber of Com

uierce is self explanatory. Co
lurabusis ever ready to work
with tho county seat in any un
dertaking for the development
of the country, and It will be
with a pleasure that wo 'coop
erate with the Deming Chamber
of Commerce secretary. The
letter follows:

Deming, New Mexico,
February 21, 1010

G. E. Parks, Editor
Courier, Columbus, N. M.

Dear Sir: '

I want to congratulate
you on the line editorial on New
Mexico that I saw in your last
issue of tho Courier. I am in
hopes to be able to go to Colura-
bus sometime in the near future
and meet you personally. I
believe that if we will work to
getlier for the common good of
Luna County that we may be
able to accomplish considerable.
So lets get together, do all that
we can Keep me posted on
what is being done in develop
mont work, and I will try to send
you a weekly letter telling of the
work being done up here to
wards liolping the county.

Hoping to meet you soon,
we are,

Very truoly yours,
Dinning Chamber of Commerce

II. A. Lane
Secretary

The Epworth League gave a
Colonial party at the homo of
Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler Calhoun,
Monday evening, February 21.
There was a large attendance
and evoryhody had a good time.

Wanteu: A farmer with team,
to farm prepmed land on shares.
Plenty of water. -- L. M. Carl, tf

The Twelve Trump olub will
meet at Mooroviow Tuosday,
February 20, at 2 o'clock, Instead
of Friday ,March JJd.

Soldier Commits Suicide

Private Shaffer, of Troop K,
UJth Cavalry committed suicide
Tuosday evening by shooting
himself with a U. S. sorvlce rille,
death resulting instantly. Tho
remains were shipped to his old
home in tho east, Thursday. No
reason is known for the act.

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Green-
wood, P. K. Letnmon, Lee A.
Riggs and several others attend-
ed the Cattle Men's Convention
in Deming iirst of tho week.
They were also present at the
last sad ritos of the late Sheriff
Dwlght 13. Stephens.

Lee Retains Championship.

Jimmy Lee of Troop F easily
defended his title against Kid
Tucker of Troop L. Lee won
in the first round by a clean
knockout. This is the second
victory for Lee in less than two
months, and we hope that he will
have the best of luck In the fut-
ure. Lee landed about 6 or H

times before his opponent knew
what happened, and he was
knocked out before he got start
ed, a hard left to the face and a
rapid rain of rights and lefts to
the solar plexls done the work.

About Completed.

The troops have about complet
ed their temorary quarters and
the camp looks like a small city
as a reuU. They are now build
ing a large structure on the west
side of tho grade road, this will
be the largest building .in the
camp and will be used for the off-

icers club, Major Frank Tomp-
kins has charge of the construct
ion.

Waterloo Items

Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Carter
have a brand now twelvo pound
baby boy.

Dick Doby has a position with
the moving picture theatre at
Columbus, and expects to move
there shortly.

Prof. F. F. Nickle of Cooks
spent Saturday and Sunday
with the Pierces.

Mesdames Haley and Bliss
of Mountainview were calling on
Waterloo friends Sunday.

Mrs. J. M. Holloway is build- -

Ing a now room on her residence.
Chas. Maytield went to Colum

bus Sunday.
S. C. Pierce went to Iola Mon

day and bought an Eclipsn wind
mill from Mr. Rum bo.

W. B. Stoddard, of Brooklyn,
New York, left Sunday for Los
Angeles, after a ten days visit
at the Carter home.

The character dance last Sat
urday night was the most sue
cet sful entertainment the social
club has ever hold. Some of the
costumes were quite elaborate,
all were clever and original.
Many guests were present from
Columbus, Iola, Deming and
Mountainview, and of course ail
Waterloo was there.

Business Chance

On account of my health I will
ront to a roliablo party my boot.
shoe, harness, furniture etc ,

repair shop for six months, with
privilege of leasing for addition
al six months. Tho shop is
contrally located and the work
Is roaliy more than one man can
handle. Will lease shop and
house furnished or unfurnished
A good opportunity for a man
that can do tho work W. C.
Miller, Columbus, N. M. 2tp


